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In the fall of 1926 I visited my brother, his wife, their son
and his wife, who are living on the farm in the State of Maine where I
was born and lived for'twenty-two years. Although I have visited the
pPlace several times since leaving home, I was very much impressed by the
changes that have taken place during that comparatively short period, and
8till more impressed by the changes that have been made since the first
settlers took up their abode near the western border of the state about
two hundred years ago. So interested have I been that I venture to nar-
rate briefly what T can remember and what my parents and grandparents told
me of what was done in their time, and to compare it #ith what we find °
there today.

The land in that part of the state was unlike that of the west-

ern plains and prairies. It was quite uneven with hills, valleys, brooks,

rivers, ponds and lakes. The soil was hard and gravelly and full of

stones of varying sizes from pebbles to boulders, making it hard to con-
vert into good farms without much hard lasbor. The surface was vovered
with large trees and underbrush and en accumulation of decayed vegetable

matter. The men and women of the present generation would think it a
hard task if they were obliged to clear the land and make themselves a

home, with very primitive tooia, and raise a large family of sturdy boys
and girls as our ancestors did. The young men and women in those times

did not leave their country home and go to the city as they have since
been doing, but stayed in the country and made themselvesa homes.

Clearing the Land

The first thing to be done was to go into the wilderness and
build ahut of logs and in it a fireplace of stones and oclay. The next

thing was to cut down the trees and bushes. The pine timber was sawed for
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building purposes or drawn to the bank of a brook or river in winter by
oxen and in the spring when the water was high, rolled into the water and
driven down to & saw mil or to the geacoast, where it was manufactured
{nto building material. KXfter saving some of the other wood for the fire-
place, the rest was set on fire as it lay on the ground. The 1argé trees
which were notconsumed in this way were then gathered into piles and
burned. The land was then covered with stumps and stones. The stumps,
except the very large ones, which were dug out later, were taken out with
a stump machine. This qonsisted of a pair of large wheels, aix or eight
feet in diameter coannected by an axle made of oak or elm about twelve
inches square, with & tongue fifteen or more feet long attached to this.
vhen used the axle was placed over the stump, the tcngue raised to a
vertical positiop. a chain was put around the rootis of the stump and
around the axle. The tongue was then drawn down to the ground, winding
the chain around the axle and 1ifting the stump.

The large stones were taken out in the same way. The stones
were carried off on a stone drag and made into stone walls to form the
1ine fences between adjacent farms or to divide the fialds from the pas-
tures.

. . 4s the ground was tTull of roots, plowing was impossible, but
with the use of the hoe, corn was planted for the firet crop. In this
virgin soil, enriched with ashes, which is a good fertilizer, the corn
produced a good crop. Brakes and bushes would come up and if allowed to
grow would crowd out the corn. These were dug out with the hoe two or
three times during the summer. The next year more stumps and gtones
were taken out and the land planted with corn or beans, and treated dur-
ing the summer a8 before. By this time the roots had become sufficiently
rotted to permit the use of the plow. The ground between the large stumps
and stones was plowed and this year it was usual 1y sowed with rye. Each

e e s aved and finally seeded down to produce
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grass for pasture in summer and hay for the cattle in winter.. Each year
more trees were cut down, burned and treated in the éame way until a farm
was produced. ‘
The very lareg pine stumps were removed and placed side by side
mp fence. Some of the verr larke stumps and

stones remained in the ground for many yezrs. T can remember helpines to
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iig stumps and anes from our farm as many as seventy years safter it was
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iret cleared np. e used to drill a hole down deepn into a large stone,

:t in a charrcc of gunpowder and break the stone into cseveral pieces.

mMhis new lané procdunced rocd crops oF

N

>rain and vegetables, giving
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lents of fo0d %5 eat and some to exhange for other things no

raised om the farm. Tith hard work and industry the Tamily became inde-
pendent znd atle to huild for themselvw Letter homes.
Touses
™he houces may be classed in three zronun: first, the log house,

second, the ano-story frame house, the trpical Yew Tngland farm house, 2nd
TR S + - : o P A 1rQ¢ ,

third, the two-story Colonial house. The los houce unenally contsined but

one or twe rooms. The one room house wonld have a larce fireplace made of

5

stone snd cluy on one cide. T have heard it said that the fireplace was
sometime s so large that it took a yoke of oxen to draw the back log into
it. TYow the tearm of oxen got through the door into the house was not men-

Cali

tioned! The chimney was sometimes made of sticks of wood and clay and was

called a cat chimney. On another éide of the rcom would be the be, with
high bed poets. TIn paace of springs, which werc unheard of, a rope was
strung crosswise and lengthwise and drawn up tightly. This was covered
with & tick filled with corn husks or straw, poseibly on.top of this was
a feather bed. Under the bed might be a trundle bed which was drawn out

at night for the children. These beds were govered with home-made blankets

quilts and conforters. .
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The doors were made of matched boards fastened together with
cleats and hung with leather or wooden hinges. On the inside of the
front door was a wooden latch to which a string was attached and the
string put through a hole to the outside. Then the family closed up the
nouse st night they drew the gtring inside so that ‘the door could het be.
opened from the outside. The 0ld saying, "OQur latch string is always out"
means that visitors are always welcome.

The fev cookine utensils, dishes, table, clothing, and all of
the family belongings were in this room. On the floor were braided rugs
made from cast-off clothiné. Poles were suspended from the ceiling, on
whtceh would be found clothing, strips of pumpkin or strings of quartered
apples hung up 4o dry. A lean~to or shed might be added where some dry
wood could be kept.

I can remenber qoinglinto a house such as above desoribed on
my way to school on cold winter mornings to get warm. Ve were always

Jaham wi'tham
welcomed by Uncle ¥sthmwm and Aunt Sabry, as they were called. Uncle

Faham .
ExkhEr was a shoemaker and his bench was in this room.

A two-room log house would have an entry at the middle of 6ne
side and two fire-places, placed back to back, one for each room. One
room was used for the kitchen and living room and the other was the
parlor and spare bedroom. A steep flight of stairs or a ladder would
lead up té the attic where the children slept. The beds were warmed by
e¢ warming pan, a covered vessel filled with hot ashes and live coals and
attached to a long handle.

A very important part of the country home was the barn, in
whioh the cattle, hay and grain were kept. Most of the hard work on the
farm wae done with oxen. The barn was made of hewn timbdr pinned together
and covered with rough boards and shingles. The shingles were split out
of pinftimber and shaved with a drawing knife. These shingles have been
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xnown to last thirty or forty years. When a barn was to be built, a man
was hired to come and hew the logs into square gticks for the sills,
posts, beams rafters, etec. A ocarpenter then came andlaid out the frame
ready to be put together, all mortised and tenoned. The neighbors were
invited to the traisiﬁg”, when &ll helped put the frame in plece and
were treated witkh ruw and perhaps a good Bsupper.

then & family had become able to have & better home, they built
s frame house oY hewn timber. A typical house would be of one story con-
teining four Or five rooms in the main part with two or three Tireplaces.
no this might oe added & narrower part, running either parallel with the
nain part or at right sngles, Toruing an 1,. This part would contain a
kitchen, wood shed, carriage house and a pig pen, in the order named.
on one eside of the ¥itchen was another fire place, made of brick. On one
gide of the fire-place wat & brick over and on the other a kettle set in
brick. The oven vas used for baking and smoking hams and bacon. The
arch kettle, as 1t wae celled, was used for boiling the ciothes on wash-
ine day or bolling punpkine and small potatoes for the cdglor hog trhat
was being fattened for the winter's supply of meat. In the fire-place
woe a pair of andirons. A craﬁewas hung from one side on which were several
hooks of aifferenti 1engths to nold the tea kettle, pots and other kettles.
Beside the fire-rplace gstood a long-handled fire shovel and tongs made by
thé blacksmith. Sowe families might possess & gmall hand bellows. The
aink was of wood having & wooden spout running out into the garden. There

were no treps in those days and no need for a plumber. Poles were sSus-
pended from the ceiling and used as in the log house.

There was & cellar under the main part of the house where the
vegetables, barrels of salt pork and beef, and otner stores were kept from
freeging in winter and kept cool in summer. To prepare & meal the house-
wife needed only to go down gellar and selket what she wanted. The attic

e annoseg. At £irst the house might



-b-

be painted red, but usually it was white with green blinds.

Pamilies who were very well to do built two story houses ih
Colonial style, invariadbly painted white with green blinds. Many of the
houses that were built a hundred and fifty years ago are still standing
and being kept up in good condition. In front of every house was the
"dooryard”" in which was the wood pile. In many cases it will be found
there today.

Vater Supply

In that hilly uneven country there were many springs where the
water came to the surface, then disappeared and again came to the surface,
eventually finding its way to a brook or pond. When near the house these
springs furnished a never failing supply of pure water for all purposes.
vhen too far away, the water was brought to the house in lead pipes oOr
aguaducts made of logs having & hole bored through them and fastened to-
gether end to end. In either case they were 1aid under ground to prevent
freezing. 7ells were the principal source of water supply. These were
duq to the depth of ten to thirty feet and lined with stones, leaving an
opening about three feet in diameter. A windlass or well sweep to which &
pail or bucket was attached, was used for drawing water. Snction and chair
pumpB WETE commonly used. Frequently & pump Was placed in the center of
ihe town for general use gnd was called the "town pump”. Along the road
gside one frequently found & watering trough kept full of water from a near-
by spring, at which hourses aund oxen eagerly quenched their thirst. The
men who provided a trough was allowed a certain amount on hie yearly tax
bill.

Food and Products

Before the settlers ocould raige suificient food on their land,
especially those of small mesns and large families, the food problem was
not an easy one. It wase sometimos quite difficult for the poorer families

to get enough food. They were often obliged to make & mesl on & bowl of
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bean or pea pottage, or potatoes and milk. There was some wild gmme, such
as deer, ocoons, squirrels, partridges, wild geese, ducks and pigeons. TIf
the men were fortunate enought to have a flintlock gun and some ammunition
they might be able to get scmething of this kind to k8lp out. ¥y father
told the story of a Tlocr of wild zcesce that Tlew over one cold, wet day,
ané seeing eonme tame geese in a barn yard, cume down and went into the
barn with them. They were freightened away, hovever, by the sheep that
were in the barn. 7ila pigeons were very plentiful and could be caught
in nets in lerge ¢uantities. There was a good veriety ol fish also .in
the brooke, rivers and ponds. Indian corn, beéns, pess, rye, polatoes,
cgrs and meat were lhe prineclpel sources of food. Brown bread, beans,
Indian pudding, white bread@ and pies were beked in (he bdrick 9ven on Sat-
urday. During the week when it was necessary to do more basking a pan of
biscuit, gingerbresc or £ Johnny cake would be put into a "Dutch oven”
or leaned against a flat iron and placed before the open fire to bake.
Futter and cheése were made in z2lmost every family. For butter, the milk
ves put into pens in the cellar for the cream to rise. This was skimmed
off and when enough was gathered for a "churning”, it was put into the
churn and churned until the butter "came". During the hot weather in the
summer it was difficult to make good butter. The milk which had been set
away until enough until enough was obtained for a cheese, was put into a
large kettle and warmed. Kennet, waich the housewife had made from the
stomach of a pig or calf, was put in to turn the milk into curd. This curd
wae cut up and put into & basket, in which was a cheesecloth, to allow the
whey to run off. The curd was salted and put into a hoop and pressed.
Then the cheese was put on a shelf tb cure. It had to be turned and
greased every day for some time before it was "ripe”’.

In the late fsll a fatted cow was killed. Some of the meat was

hung in & ocol place to be used in early winter. The rest was put into
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brine and used as corned or salted beef. The hide was sent to the tammer
to be made into leather. A fatted hog was also killed. The head and feet
wers madc into head cheese. The shoulders, hams and belly pieces were put
into brine snd smoZed in the brick oven or smake house in the winter.

some of the wmeat was tiade iato sausage.

Nearly evory Ffamily had some apple trees, usually set along by
the side of %“ho fense or ctone wall or in orchards. A greater part of the
35le8 wars Luen Lo Sho elder mill :nd made into cider which was freely
drank. ©nough was saved for vinegar. Apple butter or cider anple sauce
was made by hoiiinz aweet apples in boiled down cider.

Soft soap vas Lh: sosp mostly msed. It was made by filling a
barrel with +o0od ashes and adding water until it came to the top. This
woe allowed to etand a few daye and drawn off in the form of lye. All the
grease that had been szvel during the year was put into a lerge kettle
and tried out, then put into a barrel with the lye end stirred for several

dayse, when it wav realy to use.

Tallow candiles were made either by ruuning in molds or by dipping
To dip, a number of wicks, five or six, made of candle wicking, were put
on & wocden stick sbout the size of a pencil gnd twelve or more inches
long, and then dipped several timss in a kettle of melted tallow, Quite
8 1arge‘nnmber of stickse wae used end a quantity of onadles made at & time
The dipping caused the tallow to gink down in the kettle. This was reme-
died by adding water which sunk keeping the tallow at the top of the kettl.
until it was all used up.

Heat and Light

Wood, which was plentiful, was the fuel used in the fire-places.
The pine trees that had lain on the ground for many years and partly de-
cayed were dug out from under the leaves and the part not rotted, especial

1y the knots, would be found t0 contain much pitch. This pitoh wood, as
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it was oalled, was mach used, especially in the evening, ‘for it produced
both heat and light. I stundied my school lessons vefore such & fire.

In early dsys, in a house such as described ahove, the tallow
candle was the principal source of 1ight. 7or use in the barn it was put
1160 & tin lantera anich was punched full o€ holes. AlZter the candle came
the whale oil lamp, made OnglaBB, which was used ansll the iatroduction
of coal oil or Xero3ene. riction matches were not always obtainadle in
taiz early days. fdach family had & pilece of steal and a fliat from which
taey could get & spark. into punk or othner tipder and blos 1t into a
pblaze by the breata Or hand bellows. Eeighboggﬁggd to borrow fire from
each otner by taxing & pan or ketile aad bringing home SOme live coals
in hot ashes.

Clothing

+while the men were bUSY #ith theri work outside the women hed
plenty to do in the house. They took the wool &8 it csme from the sheep,
ws.ched and carded it.into rolls, spun and wove it into cloth, dyed and
mede it 1into clothes. ~They spun snd wove the flax and made their own
linen. Cotton was not generslly used until after the inventicn of the
cotton gin in 1792. Proad cloth was brought over from England but was
quite expensive. %pen & young man reached the age of twenty-one he was
often given & broadcloth suit of clothes.

Boots ani shoes were made by the shoemaker. The cowhide that
had been sent to the tannery the year before was brought home in the form
of upper leather which had been curried down to an even thickness and mad
pliable. Sole leather wat mede from ox hide not curried. ZXn the case of
a large family the shoemaker would bring his bench to the house and make
boots and shoss for the whole family. He nad but a few lasts, making the
different sizes by putting pleoced of lether on the 1a8t. The lasts were
straight, ndt rights and lefts. 1t was claimed the shoes made that way

o— - e avae ahmampkar wag through with one family he



went to another. 7T can remember when a shoemaker with & wooden leg came
. 40 our house and stayoed two or three weeks. My father and brother made
the pegs for tha soles of the shoege osut of maple wood they took from the
wood vile.

mrransnortation

mha early settlers traveled on f00t or on horseback. As there
ware no roads, trails were made throush the woods by chovping bark off
tn= trecsz, miving thite snots which camld be seen in the thick forest.
After ronds were msde various whealed vehicles cams into use, the buck-
to=xrd, cig, wazon, oveart, staze coach and chaise. Sleds, pungs and sleigt
«nrs ueecl in the winter. The gtaze coach went from tewn to twwn carrying
sagsengers, nsil and small articles. Mail was delivered two or three
times a wesek. In almost every town there was an inn which would not be
corolete without =2 bar and o dance hall.

Recreations, Wmusements, etc.

In the £211 at harvest time mmsking parties and apple paring
bees were muckh enjoyed. In the winter when the evenings were long,
kissing and dancing parties, singing schools and sleigh rides brought
the pecple together. At the kissing party kames were played that required
Lre membere of the oroup to pay a "forfeit", when he or she was mede to ge
turough a performance in which kissing was the principal part. For instar
John would be required to make 8 bob sled with Mary. John would kneel on
one knee, Mary would sit on the other and the two would kiss. Then John
would kneel on the other knee, Mary would ;hange position accordingly, ant
they would kiss again. Jeveral games waere played whiech lasted well into
the night. A lunch of apples, cider and doughnute would complete the en-
tertainment. Thore wae always a f£1ddler in the neighborhood who could
play the o0ld time tunes such as Money Musk, Pigher's Hornpipe, Devil's
Dream, The f5irl I Teft Behind Ye, etc. The dancers would dance reels and

square dances as the fiddler called off the changee.
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Churches and Schools

Dating back about onse hundred years, or as far as T have any

racord, there were three churches or meeting houses, as they were called,
1 $he town in ~which T lived, and threes small societies, Conecregational-

iota, Methodioto, ~nt TMiversaliaste, The first managed to have services

the vear round. and have done so up to the prasent time. The othors had

carvices hut cart of the time a1d hava no nasged ont of avistence

"ade Lhe Mmasraretionslists have a membership of 45 active

av3 1) ansent menhers, with an average attendemace nf ahout 40, and a
Tnday Tchool of 35, children and adults.

v father 3313 he raeceived his education in a barn. The Tirest
3ehnel hﬁueé +;41% in our school district was a frare struncture with one
rrnom. The cntranee was on the sovth side, a large fireplace on the north
a4 desks on tre othar 4we zides. The Acceks were made of hoards long
enouprh for threr or four pupils. They consisted of & seat with a back

which ¢ bosrd wmns fastened to form = tahle or desk Tor the seat hehind
The boys set on one side of the room =2nd the girle on the other. About
eightv years 220 a trunk stove was put in to take the nlace of the fire
nlace. tbout ten yesrs later the schoolhouse wee rermodeled. The old
Car%s, which nal Yeo: badly c¢ut up &nd were covered rith the iritiels of
rost of the former nupils, were removed and new bul similar ones put in,
11 on one rifde of the room. The pupils in the fron seats nearly roasted
while those in the back seats nearly froze. It wee in thie schoolhouce
that T received my early eduaction. Fhen I was = small hoy there were
about silxty rupils in the district end twenty-two families with e like
number of houses. The boye and girls went to school until they were
twenty-one years old. It took a pretty good school mageter to trke care
of them. One man was carried out and never returned. At this writing,
1926, there sre but seven femilies and no pupils of the original stock

e +hn Al adwdnt Sovarn A€ +tha oricinal hounaes have been demolished and



tiio are vaoanfo Most of the remaining houses are being kept up in
fairly.good conditiéﬁl There are but six of the original families there
and they have no‘children. Four families of forelgners have moved in and
have eighteen children. I was told that about the same sondition pre-
yail in the other school distriets in the town. Instead of having a
school in eaca distriet, the children, except those liviag in outling
aistriets, are taken to the central school, where there aere in 1925
66 bLoys and 76 girls.

Academies are slituated in some of the towns where boys and
girls from the sarrounding towns can fit themselves for college.

ceneral Facts

The population of the town in 1850 was atoal 1200; in 1876,
sabout 1070; in 1926 it had dropped to about 576. During the early yeers
concidersble business besides farming was done. rhere was a sawmill,

s gristmill, a stave and shingle mill, & babinet maker's shop, 8 carriage
shop, three blacksmiths' shops and three stores, all doing a falr business.
Besides these there were two shops waking sale work (men's coats) and
giving employment to quite a goodly nuber of women. |

Now there is but one store and one blacksmitn's shop. The nillg
and shop vuildings are now used for other purposes. Tor several years
past & corn 8shop canning upwards of 560,000 cans of sweat corn a seasdn
has furnished employment %o a gsrge namber of men and women for four month
in the year. 3ome of the farms are being earried on with profit. The
owners are keeping their buildings up in good repalr. They are painted
white outside and anameled inside. The walls are well papered, and the
houses contain bathrooms with hot.and cold water, furnaces, electric hamk
lights, telephones, radio, electrie washing machines and al)l the modern
conveniences that are to be found in a city home. Almost everyone has an

gutbmpbile and quite a few are able to spend & part of the winter in



Florida)( :.iaat winter). On the other hand some of the families are
just. making 8 living, letting the farm grow up with bushes and timber,
their bulldings pasding into decay with themselves. There are, however,
no paupers. The Poor ¥arm that was carried on in former years has been
§011 and the money put toward bulldiang a conecrete bridge over the brook
at the "Corner”. The guiet, restful place w/ith its varied landscape of
1111ls, mountains, brooks, ponds 2ad laker, ma%e 1% aa i{deal place Tor
¢ity folk and luerc are campes waere visitors spend the summer noantis.
“hoere are féur carips for boys and four for girls w.iich accommodate about
€00 persons, including the instruetors. A hotel accommodating 100 guests
and other boardiang places add a goodly number Lo {the summer population.
Tf it were not for these tewmporary visitors the tow.. would dbe a dull place,
and 1f it were not for the forelgners who are slowly moving in, the tbwn
wasS soon be depopulated. The foreipaers who bave bought farms are good
citizens, their children do well in school sund will help to keep the town

alive.
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Website: http://www.smallboat-shop.com/

Stacy’s Service Center
Russell Stacy

449 Bull Ring Road
Denmark, ME 04022
Telephone: 207-452-2266

Wyonegonic Camps
Steve Sudduth

215 Wyonegonic Road
Denmark, ME 04022
Telephone: 207-452-2051
Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/Wyonegonic/?fref=ts

Website: http://wyonegonic.com/



