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ALMAMATER
Far Above Cay'uga,s Waters

Arch iba ld  Croswel l  Weeks 1g72
and Wi lmot  Moses Smi th  1974
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ALMA &,fATER

The best-knorl 'n Corne l l  song and one clf  the nrost popular of al l  American col le ge
songs, the ALN{-,{ ILATER is set to tl-re n-rusic of "Aurnie Liile," a popular song u'ritten in
1857 b"v i l .  S. Thompson, a Boston n-r instrel-musician. "Arnie Lisle" is a bal lad about a
Virtuous Voung ladt' destined for traged)'-r genre re]ated to E,dgar Ailan poe's ..Annabel
Lee" and "Lenore ." A nerl'spaper editorial at the tinre obsen'eci ihat "Annie Lisie ', and
" ; * - ; !  

. - ^ -  ( ! ^slnl i iar songs '-s$'ept t i re countn' l ike a prair ie f ire." In a ietter to the uniyersin' l ibrariap
dared Januan' 18, 1887, Archibald C. Weeks L872 explains the origin 6f rhe text..Far
Above Car,uga's Waters":

I t  u'as composed about I870., under the fol lou,ing circumstances. tr Ir .  W. M.
Snith '74 (nou' district attorney of Sufiblk Counn,) and I roomed rogerher in
the WoodrufrBiock on Tioga Street. The blending of our voices, he, t-enor, I ,
bass, pleased us exceedinglr,  in the music of "Anni. Lir1.." I  propose d that u-e
adapt a college song to the music and suggested the first nt',i l itr.t of the first
Verse; he responded s'ith the third and fburth, I rvith the fifth and sixrh, and he
rvith the seve nth and e ighth. The cirorus \\:as the result of mutual suggestion.
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